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INDEXING AND ABSTRACTING 
IN THEORY AND PRACTICE
3rd edition
By F. W. Lancaster
•  indexing principles and practice
•  pre-coordinate indexes
•  consistency and quality of indexing
•  types and functions of abstracts
•  writing an abstract
•  evaluation theory and practice
•  approaches used in indexing and 
abstracting services
In addition to use as a text, Indexing and Abstracting in Theory and Practice holds value 
for all individuals and institutions involved in training for information retrieval and 
related activities, including practicing library and information professionals, database 
producers, those engaged in portal design, and all professionals involved in knowledge 
management in general.
Order forms available at: http://puboff.lis.uiuc.edu
Credit orders (Visa, Mastercard,  American Express) may be placed by phone: 
1-217-333-1359; fax: 217-244-7329; or e-mail: lis-pubs@uiuc.edu 
Mail checks payable to the University of Illinois to GSLIS Publications Office, 
501 E. Daniel Street, Champaign, IL 61820-6211.    *Price does NOT include shipping. 
Now Available 
“Lancaster’s work stands by itself as a superior textbook for a course on 
indexing and abstracting, or as a supplement for any number of courses in 
related areas (e.g., database management, information retrieval, introductory 
organization of information, etc.).” —Technicalities 
AWARD-WINNING TEXT UPDATED
The third edition of this widely respected manual of best practice is even more com-
prehensive than the fi rst edition, which won the 1992 ASIS Best Information Science 
Book Award. Fully revised to address changes since 1998—especially in the areas of 
multimedia sources, text searching, automatic indexing, and the Internet—this edition 
is illustrated throughout with useful indexing and abstracting guidelines for student 
and practitioner. Covered areas include:
•  indexing enhancement
•  natural language in information 
retrieval
•  indexing and abstracting of 
imaginative works
•  databases of images and sound
•  automatic indexing and abstracting
•  the future of indexing and 
abstracting services
ISBN 0-87845-122-6 • 464 pp • cloth • $57.50
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